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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing Qf Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of forming a waist band on an absorbent article comprising: 

a) forming a stretchabte first web front pan el having a distal end , - f i rot and oooond c i do edg e s, 
and a rotrootod length moooured between sa i d fir s t a nd o e oond c i do edg es; 

b) forming a stretchabte second web back pane l having a distal end, said second web being 
spaced apart from said first web f i rot and oocond c i do odg e o, and a rotractod l ongtiymooourod 
b e tw ee n s aid first and oeoond sido edg es: 

c) attaching an elastic band to one of said first and sec ond webs front and back panole , said 
elastic band having firot and s e cond c i do odgoo an d an outer end, and said elastic band being 
cantllevered outward from said distal end of said web pane) to which it is attached , and said olastlo 
bond having a r e tract e d l ength that io loco than said rotractod longth of sa i d web panel to wh ieMt 

d) securing an absorbent assembly to said first and second webs front and book ponolo , said 
absorbent assembly including a liquid pervious bodyside liner, a liquid-impervious outer cover, and 
an absorbent positioned therebetween; 

e) folding said we£ panel without said elastic band over said web panel with said elastic band 
so that said distal end of said web paneMw'rthout said elastic band is aligned approximately even 
with said outer end of said elastic band; and 

f) bonding said firot and oooond c i do odgoc of caid first web, said second web front panel, 
back panel and gajd elastic band together by a pair of seams to form an aboorbont ort i o l o hav i ng a 
waist opening and a pair of leg openings;jmd 

ol cutting said first web, said second web and said ela stic band at said pair of side seams to 
form an absorbent article, said absorbent article ha ving a front panel with first and second side 
edoes and having a retracted length measured between said first and second side edges, a back 
panel with first and second side edges and having a retracted length measured between said first 
and second side edoes. and said elastic band havin o first and second side edges and having a 
retracted length that is less than said retracted lengt h of said panel to which it is secured. 
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2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein at least one of said first and second 
webs front and back panolo is stretched to stop before said elastic band is attached thereto. 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 2 wherein said elastic band is stretched while 
being attached to said web panel. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3 wherein said elastic band is stretched to a 
greater extent than said web panei to which it is attached. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4 wherein said elastic band is stretched to a stop 
position and then partially relaxed prior to attachment to one of said webs panels. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said elastic band is secured to one of 
said webs panels before said absorbent assembly is secured to both said first and second webs. 
front and book pon el e . 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said elastic band is attached to one of 
said webs panels after said absorbent assembly is secured to both said first 3nd second webs front 
and back panels . 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said elastic band is attached to one of 
said webs panels at the same time said absorbent assembly Is secured to both said first and 
second webs front ond book panols . 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein each of said first and second webs front 
ond book ponolo oro is stretched from between about 10% to about 500% prior to having said 
absorbent assembly attached to them. 

1 0. (Currently amended) A method of forming a waist band on an absorbent article comprising: 
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a) forming a stretchable first web front p an el having a distal end , firot and sooond s i do odgoo, 
and a retractod l ongth moaourod botwoon oaid first and cocond oido odgoo ; 

b) forming a stretchable second web bask-panel having a distal end, said seccond web be'rw 
spaced apart from said first web firot and oooond cido odgoo. and a rotraetod l ongth moasur e d 
b e twe e n s aid first and cocond c i do e dges ; 

c) attaching an elastic band to said fcent^anel first web after said first web has been 
stretched from between about 10% to about 500%. said elastic band having firot and oooond o i do 
odgoc and an outer end; and said elastic band being cantilevered outward from said distal end of 
said first web front panol, and oold olaotic band having a retracted l ongth thot lo loco than sa i d 
rotrootod l e ngth of said front pano l to which I t to coour e d ; 

d) securing an absorbent assembly to said first and second webs front and back pan e l s, said 
absorbent assembly including a liquid pervious bodyside liner, a liquid-Impervious outer cover, and 
an absorbent positioned therebetween, said absorbent assembly being positioned between said 
distal ends of said first and second webs front and back pan els; 

e) folding said second web front pan el over said firstweb back pano l so that said distal end of 
said Becond web outor ond of oaid olactic band is aligned approximately even with saj&ayigr. distal 
end of said elastic band book pan e l ; and 

f) bonding oaid first ond s ooond oido odgoo of said first web, said second web front pano l , 
back panel and said elastic band together by a pair of seams to form an oboorb o nt artido having a 
waist opening and a pair of leg openingsurjci 

q\ cutting said first web, said second web and sa id elastic band at said pair of side seams to 
form an absorbent article, said absorbent a rticle having a front panel with first and second side 
edges and having a retracted length measured betw een said first and second side edges, a back 
panel with first and second side edges and having a re tracted length measured between said first 
and second side edges, and said elastic band having first and second side edges and having a 
retracted length that is less than said retracted length of said front panel to which it is secured. 



1 1 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 0 wherein said elastic band extends outward 
beyond said distal edge of said front panel by a distance of from between about 1 millimeter to 
about 75 millimeters. 
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12. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein said elastic band extends outward 
beyond said distal edge of said front panel by a distance of at least about 1 0 millimeters. 

1 3. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 0 wherein said front panel and said elastic 
band has a force of retraction, and said force of retraction in said elastic band is greater than said 
force of retraction in said front panel. 

1 4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 0 wherein each of said first and second webs is 
front and bnch panoln nm stretched from between about 50% to about 300% prior to having said 
absorbent assembly attached to them. 

1 5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 0 wherein each of said first and second webs is 
front and back panolc aro stretched from between about 75% to about 270% prior to having said 
absorbent assembly attached to them. 

16. (Currently amended) A method of forming a waist band on an absorbent article comprising: 

a) forming a stretchable first web front panel having a distal end , first and oooond oido odg e s, 
an outcido odgo and a mtmrtfH lengft iwnnnnrnri hntwnan caid first and oocond c l do odg ee; 

b) forming a stretchable second web eaek-panel having a distal end and an outside surface, 
said second web being spaced apart from said first web firot and oocond oido odgos. an outs i d e 
odgo and a rotrocto d longth moafiurori between said first and oooond cid e e dg e s ; 

c) attaching an elastic band to said outside surface of said second web after said second 
WB b has been stretched from between about 50% to about 300% baskganel, said elastic band 
having firot and oocond oido odgoo and an outer end, and said elastic band being cantilevered 
outward from said distal end of said second web back panol, and oaid olaotlc band hav i ng a 
rptraotod l ength that io looo than oa l d rotractod l ongth of caid back pano J; 

d) securing an absorbent assembly to said first and second webs front and back pan olc, said 
absorbent assembly including a liquid pervious bodyslde liner, a liquid-impervious outer cover, and 
an absorbent positioned therebetween, said absorbent assembly being positioned between said 
distal ends of said first and second webs front and back pano l c ; 
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e) folding said second web eaek-pa«el over said first web frent-panel so that said outer end of 
said elastic band is aligned approximately even with said distal end of said first web frem-panel; 

f) bonding said firet and ™™nH ririn nri nn r o f first web, sai d second web said front pono t . - 
back panel and said elastic band together by a pair of seams to form on obcorbont article hav i ng a 
waist opening and a pair of leg opening s r and oaid olaotic band croating a cnuf 



a\ rutting said first web, s aid second web and said elastic band at said paj r pf Side seams to 
form an absorbent article, said a bsorbent article having a front panel with first and second s i de . 
edges and having a retracted lenoth measured be tw een sai d first an d second side edges, a back 
panel with first and second side edges and having a ret r acted length measured between said first 
and second side edges, and said elastic band having first and second side edges and having a 
retracted length that is less than said retracte d length of said back panel to which it Is secured. 



17. (Previously presented) The method of claim 16 wherein said elastic band extends outward 
beyond said distal edge of said back panel by a distance of from between about 1 millimeter to 
about 76 millimeters. 



1 8. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 7 wherein said elastic band has a retracted 
length that is at least 2% less than the retracted length of said back panel. 

1 g. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 6 wherein said absorbent assembly is secured to 
both said first and second webs front and bock pan ol c before said elastic band is secured to said 
second web back p a n el. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 6 wherein each-ef said second web, back panel is 
stretched from between about 50% to about 300% prior to having said elastic band attached 
thereto to said boo k pan el. 
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